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 Minutes of Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District Meeting 

held at 10:30am on Friday 18 March 2016 

in the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara 

 

 

Members Present:   Councillor J Neville (Cathaoirleach) 

     Councillors K  Byrne, B Caldwell, M Coleman, I Cussen, 

     A Larkin, B Young. 

 

    

Present: Mr P Minnock (District Manager), Mr G Halton (Senior 

Executive Officer), Mr G Duff and Mr B O'Gorman 

(Administrative Officers), Mr C Buggie (Municipal District 

Engineer), Mr S Wallace (Senior Executive Parks 

Superintendent) ,Mr J Doyle (Senior Staff Officer), Ms P 

Penny (Maynooth Area Office), Ms M Dalton (Meetings 

Administrator), Ms A M Campbell (Secretary). 

 

 

 

CL01/1603 

Minutes and progress report 

The members considered the minutes of the last municipal district meeting held on 19 

February  2016 together with the progress report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Byrne that the 

minutes be confirmed and taken as read.  The progress report was noted. 

 

Matters Arising 

Outstanding Part VIII Projects in the Municipal District 

Councillor Cussen requested that the members be provided with a full copy of the 

submissions received during the public consultation phase of the Part VIII for the Royal 

Canal Greenway Maynooth to Fingal Boundary. 
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Street Lighting alongside Willowbrook Grove and Willowbrook Lawns, Celbridge 

(CL11/1602) 

Councillor Cussen stated that she did contact the Public Lighting Unit and is still awaiting a 

response from the Executive Engineer. 

 

Installation of lockable gates in the external under-stairs alcoves in Loughnamona 

Estate, Leixlip (CL29/1511) 

Councillor Young stated that he would like to see progress on the installation of the lockable 

gates for the April meeting of the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District. 

 

Congratulations 

Councillor Neville congratulated former Councillor O’Rourke on obtaining a seat in Dáil 

Eireann.  Councillor Neville and the members extended their congratulations to the newly co-

opted member Councillor Coleman. 

 

CL02/1603 

 Irish Autism Action 

The members welcomed the Chief Executive Officer Mr Kevin Whelan and Mr Niall Murphy 

from Irish Autism Action to the meeting to receive a presentation on Irish Autism Action. 

Mr Murphy informed the members that there are 300,000 people in Ireland affected with 

autism and Irish Autism Ireland’s mission is to promote awareness, increase understanding 

and drive action. Mr Whelan stated that their goal is to try and create autism friendly towns in 

Ireland. They would like the support of the members to start with small towns like Celbridge 

and Leixlip and then use those towns as a template to roll out to the rest of the country. 

They hope to encourage retailers and businesses to display autism friendly stickers in their 

premises where they could provide maybe an hour per week as an autism friendly hour 

where they would provide low level lighting and noise reduction to enable people with autism 

to visit. They would like businesses to sponsor buddy benches to help eliminate loneliness 

and foster friendship in school playgrounds and across the community at large. Intel in 

Leixlip has agreed to support this venture. 

They are hoping that autism friendly car spaces could be provided that would be at a close 

proximity to the entrances of outlets to maximise accessibility. 
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Mr Murphy informed the members that Saturday 2 April is World Autism Awareness Day and 

that in recognition of this Minister Kathleen Lynch has facilitated the lighting up of Leinster 

House in blue on Wednesday 30 March 2016. 

They thanked the members for the opportunity given to make their presentation and they 

asked for the members support in using Celbridge and Leixlip as a template as an autism 

friendly  town. 

The presentation concluded with questions and the members then congratulated Mr Murphy 

and Mr Whelan on their presentation and agreed that more needed to be done to help 

people living with autism spectrum disorders and in educating the wider community about 

the condition. The members thanked them for attending the meeting. 

 

CL03/1603 

To adopt schedule of municipal district works 2016. 

The District Engineer circulated a copy of the Road Works Programme for 2016 and advised 

the members that it needed to be adopted by the 31 March 2016. 

Councillor Neville thanked the District Engineer for the document and a discussion ensued 

about the Part VIII Royal Canal Cycleway. 

In reply to a query from Councillor Young in relation to the surface and width, the District 

Engineer confirmed that the consultation period was closed and they were waiting for the 

answers to submissions and that these factors would also have to be taken into 

consideration with the environment. 

Councillor Young stated that as it was the largest project, time and care should be taken to 

ensure that it was designed properly. 

 

The full schedule of municipal district works was agreed by the members and the District 

Manager confirmed with the members that this is in respect of all the municipal district works 

for 2016 including the distribution of the Local Property Tax. The District Manager requested 

a copy of the full allocation of municipal district works for the record. Councillor Neville 

agreed to provide a copy. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell and seconded by Councillor Larkin with the 

agreement of all the members that the schedule of municipal district works for the Celbridge-

Leixlip Municipal District for 2016 be adopted, subject to an allowance for possible 

emergencies or reallocation of funding from scheduled works that cannot, for any reason 

proceed, and subject to any such reallocation of funding being within the overall budgetary 

framework. 
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CL04/1603 

Briefing on the draft County Parking Policy 

Mr J Doyle, stated that the draft County Parking Policy was brought before the Strategic 

Policy Committee in February and it is now being referred back to the municipal districts for 

discussion. He stated that the draft policy outlined the objective of a county wide parking 

policy to bring consistency throughout the county. He stated that he would take note of any 

issues the municipal district members might raise as it is a working document and therefore 

open to any suggestions or observations. 

 

A discussion ensued among the members. In reply to queries from the members regarding 

changing the byelaws Mr Doyle stated that he would like to bring the members attention the 

last paragraph on Page 5 which stated that “While this Policy may be adopted by the Elected 

Members of Kildare County Council, it should be recognised that the Elected Members of 

each Municipal District may exercise their right to amend/review the parking bye-laws within 

their own Municipal District in accordance with the social, economic and transport needs of 

the Municipal District.” He stated that there was no intention to change the byelaws and that 

the draft policy was a reference document for each municipal district to discuss. 

 

Councillor Byrne stated that the opening and closing times of Pay Parking varied 

dramatically from town to town and that he considered it a good idea to have a more uniform 

approach. Councillor Larkin stated that Celbridge-Leixlip had incurred losses in parking 

revenue and did not want to incur losses in the future. 

 

The District Manager stated that the draft Policy was a county policy and that it was a 

framework document and that at the moment  the members should reflect on the draft and 

submit any observations that they might have. Councillor Cussen stated that the members 

needed to discuss the draft Policy with the chair of the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District 

before he meets to discuss it with the other four chairs. 
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CL05/1603 

New sign at Willowbrook Lodge 

It was agreed by the members to take items 5 and 12 on the agenda together as both of 

these items relate to the same issue. 

 

Item 5 – Councillor Byrne – Motion 

That the council provide a new sign at Willowbrook Lodge as the old one is in a very bad 

condition. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Byrne and seconded by Councillor Neville. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that Residents Associations look after estate signage and can receive a 

grant from the Environment Directorate for proposed works/schemes each year.  

 

Item 12 – Councillor Cussen - Question 

Can a replacement sign be erected at Willowbrook Lodge Celbridge as the current one is no 

longer readable? This is the small "Willowbrook Lodge" road sign at the entrance to the  

estate. It's there about 30 years and the residents complain that no-one delivering etc can 

read it as it's in such a state. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that Residents Associations look after estate signage and can receive a 

grant from the Environment Directorate for proposed works/schemes each year.  

 

In reply to Councillor Byrne's query as to what happens when there is no Residents 

Association to apply for the grant, the District Engineer stated that there are approximately 

15 signs for each estate and that they are too numerous to maintain and they are not within 

the Council’s remit. He undertook to carry out maintenance on this sign. 

Councillor Cussen stressed the necessity of Residents Associations as this sign would not 

have been provided without the District Engineer’s goodwill. 

Resolved that on the proposal of Councillor Byrne and seconded by Councillor Neville the 

District Engineer undertook to have this sign repaired/replaced in line with the request from 

Councillor Cussen. 
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 CL06/1603 

Repair the roadway at Donaghcumper cemetery 

The Committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Byrne  

That the council repair the roadway at Donaghcumper cemetery as a matter of urgency 

beside the bus stop. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Byrne and seconded by Councillor Caldwell. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that the Overseer will inspect the area and undertake any minor  works 

required. The overlay of this road surface is included in the three year road works 

programme which is subject to funding. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Byrne and seconded by Councillor Caldwell that the 

Overseer inspect the area and undertake any minor works required. 

 

CL07/1603 

Survey of the condition of roads in Glendale and Glendale Meadows 

The Committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Larkin 

That a survey of the condition of roads in Glendale and Glendale Meadows be carried out 

and any works that are required be included in the area capital program. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Larkin and seconded by Councillor Caldwell. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that the Municipal District Engineer will undertake a survey as requested 

and report back to the members with an estimated costing for repair works. 

 

The District Engineer stated that he had met with the Residents and explained the funding 

required. 

Councillor Caldwell stated it was great to see all the good work that was being carried out in 

the municipal district. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Larkin and seconded by Councillor Caldwell that the 

Municipal District Engineer will undertake a survey as requested and report back to the 

members with an estimated costing for repair works. 
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CL08/1603 

Re-surface of car-park at the N4 entrance to Castletown House. 

The Committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Neville 

That the council request of the Office of Public Works that they re-surface the car-park at the 

N4 entrance to Castletown House. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Neville and seconded by Councillor Caldwell. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that if the members are in agreement a written request will issue to the 

Office of Public Works. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Neville and seconded by Councillor Caldwell that a 

letter issue to the Office of Public Works to request that they re-surface the car-park at the 

N4 entrance to Castletown House. 

 

CL09/1603 

Wall from the Grove Estate to Chelmsford Estate 

The Committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Byrne 

Can the council examine the wall on the Ardclough road from the Grove estate to 

Chelmsford Estate to see if anything could be done as it is in a dangerous state? 

 

A report from the Environment Section was circulated to the members advising that the wall 

will be examined by Environment section to determine if it is in a dangerous condition. 

Resolved that the Environment section will circulate the report on the condition of the wall 

when the survey has been completed. 

 

CL10/1603 

Repair to fence opposite Scoil na Mainstreach 

The Committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Byrne 

Can the council repair the fence opposite Scoil na Mainistreach as a matter of urgency as 

the path beside the fence is used daily by school children and walkers? 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that this is a boundary fence and as such is the responsibility of the 

landowner. 
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The Municipal District Engineer noted that some work had been carried out but he did not 

know the name of the landowner. 

Resolved that the District Engineer will identify the land owner from the Land Registry Office 

records. 

 

CL11/1603 

Stop sign at exit from Abbey Farm 

The Committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Cussen 

Can a stop sign or road markings be provided at the exit from Abbey Farm, Celbridge?  This 

estate exits onto the Clane Road which has been identified as requiring traffic calming. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that the Municipal District Engineer will inspect this and provide markings 

and sign as required. 

Resolved that the Municipal District Engineer will inspect this and provide markings and sign 

as required. 

 

CL12/1603 

Clear out of the ditch at Glendale entrance 

The Committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Larkin  

Can a clean-up and clear out of the ditch at Glendale entrance due to a recent fallen tree be 

carried out. 

 

A report from the Senior Executive Parks Superintendent was circulated to the members 

advising that arrangements will be made to carry out immediate work required to the ditch. 

Any further work will be carried out later in the year once the bird nesting season is finished. 

The extent of work required and our ability to complete it will be dependent on the cost of the 

current list of works which are out to tender. 

 

In reply to Councillor Larkin's query if the work would be carried out this year, the Senior 

Executive Parks Superintendent stated that there were several lists of works out to tender 

and that these works will receive priority. 

Resolved that arrangements be made to carry out immediate work required to the ditch and 

any further work to be carried out later in the year once the bird nesting season is finished. 
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CL13/1603 

New 30kmh speed limit 

The Committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Neville 

With the new 30kmh speed limit being put in place in housing estates around the county 

would it be possible for the council to outline the steps being taken to publicise etc. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that in June 2015 a notice was published inviting submissions from 

residents associations and members of the public suggesting residential estates for the 

possible introduction of a 30kph speed limit.  29 requests were received. The Roads Design 

Department has assessed these estates to determine whether or not they comply with the 

requirements of the Guidelines for Setting and Managing Speed Limits in Ireland published 

by the Department of Transport Tourism and Sport and preliminary drawings are being 

prepared for the installation of speed limit signage. It is expected that these drawings and the 

associated documentation for the adoption of bye laws will be completed by the end of April. 

Before any bye laws can be adopted a statutory public consultation must be undertaken 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

CL14/1603 

Entrance to St Catherines Park 

The Committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Neville 

With the continuing incidents at the entrance to St Catherines Park would it be possible for 

the council to get the entrance road taken in charge? 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that this road is not in a suitable condition to be taken in charge by Kildare 

County Council.  

 

Councillor Neville stated that there are ongoing problems with trucks at the waste water 

treatment plant causing major traffic problems in the area. He said that all incidents should 

be investigated and people that are at loss compensated. He stated that Irish Water continue 

to carry sewage in trucks through housing estates and that that should not be happening. 

Resolved  that the report be noted and the Chairman asked that this item be left on the 

progress report. 
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CL15/1603 

Leaflet which encompasses community facilities/projects/tourism etc 

The Committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Cussen 

That Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District work on a model to produce a leaflet which 

encompasses all community facilities/projects/tourism etc in our municipal district for 

households and supporting agencies in conjunction with Honor Griffin as actioned during the 

Integrated Services Programme process in July 2015.  This leaflet to be available in 

hardcopy and online.  The model to be rolled out in each muncipal district which in turn will 

then provide a complete directory for all of Kildare.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cussen  and seconded by Councillor Young. 

 

A report from the Integrated Services Programme Coordinator was circulated to the 

members advising that  Honor Griffin and Susan Bookle had a meeting with Councillor 

Cussen on Monday 14 March in relation to the motion. It was agreed that a 6 panel A4 leaflet 

will be produced for the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District covering the following draft 

headings: 

1.Voluntary Groups and Clubs (including links to websites including Kildare Youth Services, 

Kildare Sports Partnership) 

2. State Services (Schools, ETB Centres, Citizens Info, Libraries, Garda Stations) 

3.Health Services (GP, Primary Care and General Health) 

4. Things to do in the area (Playgrounds, Tourism sites) 

5. Elected Representatives details  

The Leaflet will list relevant phone numbers and websites and will be available through the 

Libraries and Elected Representatives. 

Honor Griffin will update the members at the April Municipal District meeting in this regard. 

 

Councillor Cussen stated that she had spoken to the Integrated Services Programme Co-

ordinator during the week and that she was looking forward to further discussion and to 

viewing the draft leaflet at the municipal district meeting in April. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cussen and seconded by Councillor Young that 

Honor Griffin update the members at the April meeting. 

 

 

 



Kildare County Council  

Page 11 of 15 

CL16/1603 

Council's strategy against Japanese Knotweed 

The Committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Neville 

That the council outline the council strategy against Japanese Knotweed and ask what steps 

are being taken against this invasive species. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Neville and seconded by Councillor Caldwell.    

 

 A report from the Environment Section was circulated to the members advising that this 

issue requires a collaborative response from a number of departments (incl Road 

Construction ,Road Maintenance, Parks and Planning) and The Environment Section will 

assist through its interaction with the Tidy Towns groups. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that when large road construction projects are undertaken, the issue of 

invasive alien species, such as Japanese Knot Weed (JKW), is addressed through the 

accompanying Environmental Impact Statement/Appropriate Assessment and mitigation 

measures are set out and implemented as required. With regard to local construction and 

maintenance projects undertaken by the Council, the council's policy is to liaise with the 

Heritage Officer, on a site specific basis. Based on the extent of JKW present, consideration 

is given to the management and on-site destruction of the weed. 

The Roads Department will liaise with the Heritage Officer with regard to any required 

training on the management of this issue over the duration of the proposed road works in 

2016. 

 

Councillor Neville thanked the sections for their reports and stated that he would like to see 

more awareness of this invasive species. Councillor Larkin complemented Mr Wallace and 

his department on all the work that they do in the municipal district. Councillor Cussen asked 

Mr Wallace if the same policy is applied to Ragwort.  

Mr Wallace said that the same policy is not applied as Ragwort is native. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Neville and seconded by Councillor Caldwell that the 

report be noted. 

 

 

 



Kildare County Council  

Page 12 of 15 

CL17/1603 

Upgrade and improvement works at Leixlip Waste Treatment Plant 

The Committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Larkin 

Can we have an update on the upgrade and improvement works at Leixlip waste treatment 

plant? 

 

A report from the Water Services Department was circulated to the members advising that 

the Lower Liffey Valley Regional Sewerage Scheme,  Leixlip Wastewater Treatment Works 

contract is progressing. It is envisaged that the Design Build phase will be complete in May 

2016. This will be followed by an Operate Phase under the same contract. The removal of 

earth material from site has recently been substantially achieved in the planned 8 day period.  

Following some tidying up around the site it is likely that traffic volumes will need to be 

increased for a period of half a day in week starting 14 March 2016 in order to remove the 

residual excess earth material from site. Appropriate traffic control measures will be put in 

place for the duration of this half day period also. 

 

Councillor Larkin stated that the members did receive a presentation on the plan initially and 

now that the contract has moved to the operational stage he would like the members to 

receive a presentation on the progress to date. 

Resolved that a request would issue from the Water Services section for an update from the 

company on the upgrade and improvement works at Leixlip Waste Water Treatment Plant. 

 

CL18/1603 

Progression of outstanding items on progress report 

The Committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Cussen 

That the progress report to Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District include all outstanding items 

until they are progressed. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cussen  and seconded by Councillor Caldwell.   

 

 A report from the Corporate Services Department was circulated to the members advising 

that the progress report to the Municipal Districts informs the members of progress on issues 

which have been approved through resolution of the Municipal District with a budget 

identified. While members have agreed that there are additional projects that could take 

priority, they cannot progress in the absence of funding. Should funding become available, 
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these items will come back onto the progress report or will be discussed in the context of 

Budget 2017. 

 

In reply to Councillor Cussen's statement that there were outstanding items that seem to 

have dropped off the progress report, the Meetings Administrator advised that all items from 

the minutes are added to the action plan which is circulated internally to the departments and 

where there has been progress on an item, this item is added to the progress report. 

The Meeting Administrator added that if Councillor Cussen is aware of an item or items that 

are missing an enquiry can be sent by email to the secretary. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cussen and seconded by Councillor Caldwell that 

the report be noted. 

 

CL19/1603 

Park and Ride Facility 

The Committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

That the council ask South Dublin County Council to provide a park and ride area on the land 

off the Lucan / Leixlip road. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Caldwell  and seconded by Councillor Larkin.   

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that if the Members are in agreement, a written request will issue to South 

Dublin County Council. 

 

Councillor Caldwell stated that a park and ride area off the motorway was badly needed as 

there was a bus lane all the way into Dublin and there are no parking facilities. 

Councillor Cussen stated that she previously supported this motion and that a letter had 

been sent before and that South Dublin County Council had no plans for the park and ride at 

that stage and perhaps a more strongly worded letter could now issue. 

The members discussed the fact that a study should be carried out to ascertain the most 

suitable site as the park and ride in Dunboyne is empty.  

 

The Municipal District Engineer noted that under the 2016 National Transport Authority 

Schemes (Indicative Funding),  €100,000 was planned to be provided for a feasibility study 

for an M4 Park and Ride facility. 
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell and seconded by Councillor Larkin that  

the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department would issue a letter to South Dublin 

County Council requesting a park and ride facility and the members welcomed the NTA 

funding. 

 

CL20/1603 

Speed warnings at Confey cemetery 

The Committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

That the council put speed warnings each side of Confey cemetery. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Caldwell and seconded by Councillor Larkin. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that the Municipal District Office will arrange for these signs to be ordered 

and installed in the coming weeks. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell and seconded by Councillor Larkin that 

these signs will be ordered and installed in the coming weeks. 

 

CL21/1603 

Sign on Parking Meters 

The Committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

Can the council put signs on the parking meters to inform people of the times that pay 

parking is in operation? 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that pay parking operation times are already included on all parking 

meters in all towns. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

CL22/1603 

Construction of Social Housing 

The Committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

When can our municipal district expect to see social housing starting to be built in our area 

and how many can we expect to have? 
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A report from the Housing Department was circulated to the members advising that land 

owned by the Council in the municipal district area is either zoned as amenity or is 

problematic with respect to potential development in the context of zoning or availability of 

services. The Council has engaged with NAMA with respect to two particular sites and 

discussions are ongoing. To date the following have been identified as potential sites for infill 

houses: Newtown House, Leixlip and St. Patricks Park, Celbridge. Drawings are complete 

for 2 units in St Patricks Park and drainage investigations are currently being carried out. 

Sketch proposals are being prepared for the site at Newtown House. Once the various site 

checks are complete and provided there are no difficulties, Kildare County Council will 

submit these schemes to the Department of Environment, Community and Local 

Government for Approval Stage 1.The Council will be exploring other sites which may offer 

potential. From 2014 to date the Council have purchased 25 houses in the district. 

 

Councillor Caldwell expressed the belief that local residents will oppose development at 

Newtown House on the grounds that it would be better used as an amenity. 

The District Manager stated that under the Housing Strategy that the provision of Housing is 

a priority and that these developments would be subject to Part VIII approval. 

He also said that as there is a shortage of housing and very limited land in the Celbridge-

Leixlip area and regardless of location, there would always be some local objection. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 


